
 
 

		

	

SCHOOL OF ROCK is a brand new musical 
based on the famous Paramount film written 
by Mike White, which starred Jack Black. 
The musical follows Dewey Finn, a failed, 
wannabe rock star who decides to earn a 
few extra bucks by posing as a substitute 
teacher at a prestigious prep school. 
Completely disinterested in academic work, 
Dewey decides to create his own curriculum, 
turning his class into a guitar-shredding, 
bass-slapping, mind-blowing rock band. The 
stage musical on Broadway is produced by 
Andrew Lloyd Webber, who has composed 
14 new songs to create a score, which also 
features all of the original songs from the 
movie. SCHOOL OF ROCK, with its 
sensational live kids’ rock band, is a loving 
testimony to the transforming power of 
music. May the spirit of rock be with you! 
 
Performances will be held at Lyons 
Township High School (North Campus) 
Auditorium located at 100 S. Brainard, 
Western Springs, IL. They will take place on 
Thursday, June 22nd and Friday, June 23rd at 
7:30pm, and on Saturday, June 24th and 
Sunday, June 25th at 2:30pm. For ticket 
information and to make purchases, please 
visit www.musicmakerstheatre.com/tickets. 

MMT PRESENTS: 
School of Rock  

(June 22 - 25) 

 Mark Your Calendars! 
 

JUNE IS NATIONAL ACCORDION APPRECIATION 

MONTH!  

 

6/2 ............................... Auditions for School of Rock 

6/3 ........ Spring Concerts (Pop Trax/Rock Bands)  

6/10 & 6/11 ................................... SPRING RECITALS!  

6/11 ............................................................ Tony Awards 

6/14 ..................................................................... Flag Day 

6/18 ......................................................... FATHER’S DAY  

6/21 ................................................ 1st Day of Summer! 

6/22-6/25 ................ School of Rock Performances  

6/24-6/25 ................. Suessical Kids Performances  

For more information,  
call us at 708-246-8222 or 

visit us at www.musicmakerstudio.com! 

 

Happy Birthday  
to our June students! 

A Publication of Music Makers of Western Springs 
Adeline	M.	
Sofia	S.	
Frances	M.	
Grace	A.	
Harper	D.	
Gracie	M.	
Emmy	P.	
Daniel	M.	
Jocelyn	D.	
Emmett	R.	
Sophie	B.	
	

Michael	W.	
Mckenzie	H.	
Lauren	M.	
Joey	S.	
Wyatt	K.	
Aveen	M.	
Bella	N.	
Trevor	D.	
Eleanor	P.	
Emma	E.	
Ryan	M.	
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Riddle Time 
 

Why	did	the	orchestra	have	bad	
manners?	

It	didn’t	know	how	to	CONDUCT	itself!	

Joke Time 
 Q:		What	kind	of	music	do	bunnies	like?	

Kiddie Korner 
 

Neve	T.	
Matthew	W.	
Holly	K.	
Stella	F.	
Liam	M.	
Kate	Z.	
Allison	D.	
Audrey	R.	
Jacob	M.	
Emma	S.	
Stephen	S.	
	

A:	Hip	Hop!	

Congratulations	to	the	Class	of	2017!	



	

Please join us in welcoming our new 
and returning students who have 

recently joined us for lessons! 

 A Note from the Directors 

EVERYONE WINS with Our 
NEW REFERRAL PROGRAM! 

	

	

Grace	B.	
Olivia	W.	
Danilo	B.	

Madeline	S.	
Gabi	S.	

Marren	T.	
Katie	P.	
Mary	C.	

Christina	C.	
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“June	is	bustin’	out	all	over!”	–from	Carousel	

June	is	certainly	a	busy	month	here	at	Music	Makers!	Many	people	know	about	us	
as	a	music	school,	but	did	you	know	that	we	produce	some	pretty	fantastic	theatre	
productions?	Last	month,	our	3rd	–	8th	graders	performed	Hairspray	to	rave	
reviews!	This	summer,	we	are	pleased	to	present	four	amazing	shows	for	all	ages!	
Our	K-2nd	graders	will	be	doing	Suessical	Kids.	Our	3rd	–	8th	graders	will	get	to	
perform	School	of	Rock,	which	we	are	proud	to	say	is	still	currently	on	Broadway!	
Our	high	school/college	division	will	have	two	power-hitters:	Les	Misérables	and	
(Hamilton	creator	Lin-Manuel	Miranda’s)	In	the	Heights.	We	couldn’t	be	more	
excited	to	present	these	shows	and	know	it	will	be	one	of	our	best	summers	yet!	

Our recitals are completely free of charge! 

We encourage you to bring family and friends to our 
June Recital Event! 

Our recitals will take place over the weekend of 
Saturday, June 11 (10am – 5pm) – Sunday, June 12 

(12pm – 6pm). Recitals will be held at 1st United 
Methodist Church of Western Springs, located at 4300 
Howard Street. Most recitals will be followed by a light 

reception afterwards. To see a complete list of the 
teacher’s schedules for the weekend in June, please 
go to: www.musicmakerstudio.com/recital-schedule 

When should my child start learning music? 

By Dr. Robert A. Cutietta 

We’ve all heard the stories of famed musical prodigies, from Mozart writing his first symphony at the age of eight to Stevie 
Wonder signing with Motown at 11. Even if your child isn’t performing with the New York Philharmonic or the Chicago 
Symphony by age 11 (like violinist Midori and Herbie Hancock, respectively), your family is undoubtedly exposed to talented 
children in the neighborhood. Whether it’s the church preschool choir or an elementary school band concert, it seems as if 
parents must immerse their children in music lessons from birth if they want them to succeed, and in a way, they’re right. 

That being said, parents often hear complaints from other parents that influence them to postpone music lessons until their 
child is older, such as “My parents forced me to play an instrument when I was young. … I hated it then and still hate it now.” In 
order to avoid this negative attitude, parents opt to delay music lessons until their child is older and can choose their own 
instrument or make the decision that they even want to play an instrument. They too are right. 

These statements may seem contradictory. In reality, the issue is how you define music lessons. To better understand this, it’s 
important to look at the underlying reasons a parent might want their child to take music lessons. 

There is a growing (and convincing) body of research that indicates a “window of opportunity” from birth to age nine for 
developing a musical sensibility within children. During this time, the mental structures and mechanisms associated with 
processing and understanding music are in the prime stages of development, making it of utmost importance to expose 
children in this age range to music. 

The important question then is not when to start lessons, but what is the goal of music lessons for young children? For instance, 
very young children are not exposed to instruments in order to master them, but to gain experience and learn to develop 
meaningful relationships with music at a young age. If this is your goal, then the “lessons” can and should start soon after birth 
and certainly within the child’s first year. 

These “lessons” do not have to be—in fact, at first probably shouldn’t be—very formal. A parent can serve as guide by 
immersing the child in a musical environment. You should help your child focus on the music with simple movement activities 
such as musical games, swaying or dancing while holding the baby, or singing or playing an instrument for the child. 

Once the child is around age three, it may be time for more formalized “lessons.” Again, the goal is not to learn to play an 
instrument but to further develop skills like identifying a beat in music, identifying melody, or identifying instruments. These 
parent-child lessons might be any number of preschool classes run by private individuals, universities, or community centers. 
To decide whether or not a class is suitable for your child, make sure your goals and expectations coincide with the teacher’s. 

By age five, most children have built a foundation that has prepared them for formalized music lessons. Even now, the goal of 
the lessons is not to become a great performer on the instrument but to further the understanding of music. Piano and violin are 
the two most common instruments played at this age, but others have tried the recorder, guitar, or ukulele with success. 

By age 10, the child will have a variety of skills associated with their instrument of choice. They’ll also have the physical strength 
to try a different, bigger instrument, such as a brass or large string instrument that requires a higher level of strength and 
stamina. Around this time, the goal of lessons appropriately transitions from gaining experience with music to improving 
performance ability. 

In summary, there are three answers to the question, “What age should children begin music lessons?” Informal activities with 
music should start soon after birth, followed by more systematic classes around age three, and lessons with the goal of learning 
the instrument should start between six and nine. Keep in mind that these are only guidelines; exceptions will undoubtedly 
occur based on the child and/or teacher. Musical experience at an early age is extremely important in a child’s developmental 
process. Like riding a bike or learning a language, these skills can be learned later in life, but they will never be “natural” in the 
way that is so important for fluid musical performance. 
 

Dr. Robert A. Cutietta is the Dean of the University of Southern California Thornton School of Music. He is the author of “Raising Musical Kids” and 
a popular speaker whose areas of expertise include the middle-school learner, choral education, learning theories and the psychology of music. 
Additionally, he is a highly regarded musician and educator with extensive knowledge about the full range of musical talent nationally as well as 
internationally. 

This article originally appeared on PBS.org.  

“There is music in every child. The teacher’s job is to find it and nurture it.”    
-Frances Clark 

 

Spring Recital Information 
 

	

This	month	we	are	holding	our	Spring	Recitals,	as	well	as	Spring	Concerts	for	our	Pop	Trax	and	Rock	Band	classes.	
We	are	thrilled	for	long-time	teacher	Marissa	Ostrego,	who	will	be	getting	married	this	month!	We	are	also	
excited	about	moving	forward	with	our	new	building	on	Howard	Street.	We	would	like	to	wish	the	Dads	of	our	
families	a	Happy	Father’s	Day!	This	is	an	exciting	time	at	Music	Makers	of	Western	Springs	and	we	are	so	happy	
that	you	are	a	part	of	it!	

Jeremy	&	Gwen	Michor	


